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Cannabis- A Brief Evaluation


Coming to college this year here at the University of Missouri – Columbia has been one of the most amazing experiences I have ever had, and I very much look forward to my next 3 to 4 years here. I really enjoy learning and getting an education here in college, and I have a very bright future ahead of me.  This year I came to a point where I had not been before, in trouble with the law.  I made some mistakes that I really regret, and I definitely would have done some things differently. I know what I did was childish and wrong but I have learned from the experiences and can move on.


I really regret that my actions bothered people. I Respect Residential Life, its rules, its employees, and the law enforcement. I regret that I did not follow the policies and it was a huge mistake. It was my responsibility to know and follow the rules and regulations. I choose Respect and Responsibility as my values because I believe that these are two important values for everyone to adhere to. I do respect every individual and respect his or her rights, and I would expect everyone to respect me equally. I should have been more responsible and known not to smoke there or anything, and I truly regret that this bothered and caused others to take time out of their busy schedules.


However, I do believe that there is something to be said about the Prohibition of Cannabis in general, and how Cannabis does compare to Alcohol and other substances health wise. Cannabis has been used for centuries as a medicine, among other things. Cannabis has the most medical applications out of any natural herb in the world; used as an anti-depressant, sleep cycle regulator, appetite regulator, pain reliever, and more. Now we turn to synthetic prescriptions and pills with listed side effects and others that are later only revealed after lawsuit. When will it end?


Enemies of the legalization of Cannabis often try and point to the “obvious” cancerous effects of smoking. Now, smoking ANYTHING is not necessarily good for the human body, but numerous studies have shown that smoking cannabis does not cause cancer. The most recent of these was at UCLA and organized by Dr. Donald Tashkin. 


"We hypothesized that there would be a positive association between marijuana use and lung cancer, and that the association would be more positive with heavier use," he said. "What we found instead was no association at all, and even a suggestion of some protective effect."

That’s right, Cannabis has no association with causing Cancer at all, and it actually might help PREVENT Cancer. This is strikingly different than that of Tobacco use and Alcohol use, both of which have been shown to correlate strongly with Cancers of various areas of the body. Cannabis also is nontoxic and you cannot overdose on it or die from it, also very different from Tobacco and Alcohol. Tobacco causes on average 430,000 deaths annually in the United States alone, which beats out AIDS, Heroin, Crack, Cocaine, Fire, and Murder, combined. Alcohol also causes 85,000 deaths a year from poisoning, drunk driving, and violent crimes. Cannabis has also been shown to not cause Emphysema, Brown Lung, or many other ailments that plague cigarette smokers. Cannabis use has never been shown to cause a death, ever. In 10,000 documented years of Cannabis use, there has never been a death. Yet, it is extremely illegal and thousands of people are arrested every year for its use. 


So what about addiction? Has Marijuana been shown to be addictive? No, it has not. There are no physical withdrawal symptoms like you get from habitual tobacco, heroin, or alcohol use. The supposed “Gateway Drug” theory is also nonsensical and unintelligent. If you drink Alcohol, could it be said that you started on water or milk? There is no physical property in Cannabis that leads to harder substance use and in fact the only “Gateway” effect that is found is caused by the Prohibition of Cannabis. Thousands of successful people have used Cannabis for countless centuries, including George Washington, Ted Turner, Michael Phelps, Steve Jobbs, countless political candidates, and more. 


Since there are absolutely no medically shown problems with Cannabis, why is it illegal? In fact, in other parts of the world the Cannabis market is controlled and monitored much like the Tobacco industry in the United States. This would remove the illegal black market around the drug, harness the industry that is going to be there regardless, and put the taxes that are earned towards education, health care, and more. The government could also stop ruining the lives of countless otherwise law-abiding citizens.


Did the prohibition of Alcohol work? No. It created more crime, an entire industry around the illegal distribution and production of alcohol, and the users were there anyway. Is Cannabis prohibition working? No. The industry is there, the users are there, the money is there. This money could help bring our economy out of this depression, and whether or not the common citizen uses the substance I think we can all agree that taxing and regulating this harmless substance would be much more benefitual than the current illegalization of Cannabis.  
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